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Study suggests review of Vizhinjam
project by finance standards panel

The government should prioritise comprehensive environmental assessments for large coastal development projects

such as the Vizhinjam seaport by adhering to coastal regulations, suggests study report that will be released today

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

N expert committee
A report on impact of
Vizhinjam Interna-

tional Seaport project on
beaches, coastal sea, biodi-
versity, and the livelihoods
of fishing communities has
called for a review of the
Vizhinjam  International
Seaport project by a go-
vernment-appointed  FlI-
nance Standards
Committee.

The review shall be car-
ried out in the wake of ‘the
Comptroller and Auleor
General (CAG) reporting
the unfair advantage to the
concessionaire of the pro-
ject and the potential loss
to public revenues, sugci
gested the report prepare
by a Janakeeya Padana Sa-
mithi headed K.V. Thomas,

former dean of the Kerala
University of Fisheries and
Ocean Studies.

To ensure transparency
The implementation and
decision-making process of
the project shall be tho-
roughly reviewed to ensure
transparency, fairness, and
accountability in the wake
of the CAG report. The
coastal development pro-
jects in Kerala shall be re-
viewed considering the dy-
namic nature of the marine
ecosystem, and its socio-
economic and cultural im-
portance. The government
should prioritise compre-
hensive environmental as-
sessments for large coastal
development  projects,
such as the Vizhinjam pro-
ject by adhering to coastal
regulations, it said.

Any future development

in the Vizhinjam area
should consider sustaina-
ble practices that allow the
fishing communities to
continue their traditional
livelihoods while ensuring
the protection of the re-
gion’s historical and eco-
logical assets.

The consent of local
self-governing institutions
and grama sabhas must be
obtained before any new
plans for any infrastruc-
ture development are im-
plemented, considering
the tension between the
push for port development
and the preservation of
Vizhinjam’s historical and
natural heritage, it said.

Reliable EIA

The panel, which felt that
the process leading to the
grant of the Vizhinjam port
contract to Adani Vizhin-

The panel suggests
government to take
steps to address
the deficiencies

in the EIA

jam Port Private Limited
(AVPPL) lacked transpa-
rency, suggested steps to
prioritise  transparency,
competitive bidding, and
reliable, technically and
socially sound Environ-
mental Impact Assess-
ments (EIA). A comprehen-
sive, honest, and
transparent environmental
assessment shall be carried
out for projects like the
Vizhinjam port. The EIA
notification  must  be
amended to bring in ac-
countability for those who
prepare the EIA. The go-
vernment shall take steps

to address the deficiencies
in the EIA.

Develop strategies
Strategies to combat ero-
sion and steps to offer sup-
port to affected residents
must be developed. As the
project posed a significant
threat to the region’s biodi-
versity and ecosystems,
studies to assess biodiversi-
ty loss and improve fish
stocks shall be taken.

An inter-departmental
committee shall be ap-
pointed to oversee the
speedy and correct imple-
mentation of all resettle-
ment and compensation
matters promised by both
the government and the
AVPPL to the affected fish-
ing communities, it
suggested.

The report will be re-
leased on Tuesday.
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Portdevpt may harmsensitive
coastal, marine ecosystem: Study

It explores geomorphological, ecological, livelihood impacts of Vizhinjam port activities

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @TPuram

HISTORIAN Ramachandra
Guha released a report of the
Janakeeya Padana Samithi
(JPS) constituted by the coastal
protesters to assess the impact
of Vizhinjam International
Seaport in Thiruvanan-
thapuram (VIST) in a function
organised in Thiruvanan-
thapuram, on World Fisheries
Day on Tuesday.

The study stated that the port
development has the potential
to harm the sensitive coastal
and marine ecosystem, affect-
ing marine biodiversity, and
the livelihoods and cultural
spaces of marginalised fisher-
folk. It was prepared under the
chairmanship of K V Thomas,
former scientist of National
Centre for Earth Science
Studies.

The report was constituted to
holistically examine the geo-
morphological, ecological, and
livelihood impacts of the con-
struction activities related to
the Vizhinjam International
Seaport, conducted by Vizhin-
jam International Seaport Lim-
ited (VISL) and Adani Vizhin-
jam Port Private Limited
(AVPPL), from 2015 to the
present. It demanded the gov-
ernment take appropriate steps
to minimise the adverse impact
of the port and ensure trans-

(b st sl s

What it recommends

% The Kerala State Human

% Rights Commission suo
motu shall inquire if the VISL
and AVPPL have adhered to
the foundational basics of the
UN Guiding Principles on
Business and Human Rights

““% The consent of local self-

~ governing institutions and
grama sabhas must be
obtained before any new plans
for infrastructure development
are implemented

parency. The study report also
mentioned major recommenda-
tions. The Kerala State Human
Rights Commission (KSHRC)
suo motu shall investigate if
the VISL and AVPPL have ad-

P MG WY TRV P B e e e N

hered to the foundational prin-
ciples of the UN Guiding Prin-
ciples on Business and Human
Rights. The consent of local
self-governing institutions and
grama sabhas must be obtained
before any new plans for infra-
structure development are
implemented.

It also stated that the Jana-
keeya Samara Samithi should
appoint a person of high repute
as ‘People’s Ombudsman’ who
can investigate complaints
from individuals and groups
who have been treated
unfairly.

The facts mentioned in the
CAG report about the unfair
advantage to the concession-
aire and potential loss to public
revenues should be reviewed
by a government-constituted

Finance Standards Committee.
The report suggested that the
government should constitute
a special task force for review-
ing the coastal development
projects, with members con-
sisting of appropriate inde-
pendent experts for consider-
ing a long-term plan to balance
economic development with en-
vironmental sustainability.

It suggested the government
to commission the Kerala State
Biodiversity Board (KSBB) to
address the imminent threat to
biodiversity from the Vizhin-
jam port project before further
Phased development of the port
1s initiated.

It also asked the government
to request the appropriate de-
partments of the Kerala Uni-
Vversity to undertake a compre-
hensive evaluation of the true
economic, ecological, and cul
tural value of these serlC‘i‘Sl 11371
an inter-disciplinary team W
the full ang inri)‘ormed participa
Communities. R

Another recommendanor:
Made was for the 8overnmer}c
to constitute an inter-dePAT"
mental committee t© OYersﬁf

€ Speedy and correct lm%nt
Mentation of all resettler
Compensation m
DromiSed by both the
Ment ang the AVPPL to!
fected fishing commu™
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